From left: Former Massachusetts State Senator Warren Tolman,
Jerry Rappaport, Phyllis Rappaport, Lawrence DiCara JD '76, and
Rappaport Center Executive Director Susan Prosnitz

“To be able to create a center that now
institutionalizes the notion that public
service is important, that we want our best
and our brightest to serve the public, I
think that’s a very welcome idea, and an
extraordinary idea whose time has come,”

Coakley said. “I hope the Rappaport
Center will lead us to a time when we say
not the dismissive “Oh, good enough for
government work” but “Are you good
enough for government work? Are you
good enough to bring the legal skills and
the experience and the know-how and the
judgment that means we care about the
communities we live in?””

More than 200 people packed Sargent
Hall for the festivities, which included
speeches from Jerry and Phyllis Rappaport
and second-year student and former
Rappaport Fellow Chad Laurent, who
received a summer job offer from Coakley
onstage.

“The Rappaport Center allows us to
cultivate tomorrow’s public policy leaders
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The Rappaport Center for Law and

Public Service, created in 2007 through

a $5 million gift from the Jerome Lyle
Rappaport Foundation and Jerry and
Phyllis Rappaport, was established to
advance opportunities for law students and
lawyers to engage in public service and to
explore the intersection between the law
and public policy. The Rappaport Center is
home to the Rappaport Fellows Program in
Law and Public Policy; since its founding
in 2000, the program has provided access
to summer internships, educational
programming, stipends, and individual
mentoring for 12 law students selected
annuaily from applicants representing
Boston’s six law schools. “Committed legal
professionals are in a unique position

““The Rappaport Center allows us to cultivate
tomorrow's public policy leaders and encourage our
most promising students to become innovators.”

Dean Alfred Aman addresses the crowd.

to help improve the everyday lives of
citizens,” said Rappaport Center Executive
Director Susan Prosnitz. “The Rappaport
Center can and will be a national model for
advancing public service opportunities for
law students and lawyers for decades

to come.” @

country today,” says Suffolk Law School Dean Alfred
Aman. “His stellar accomplishments as a scholar

and a teacher and his creative approach to law and
policy issues will ensure that the Rappaport Center at
Suffolk University Law School will play a leadership
role in some of the most important law and policy
issues of our times.”

In addition to serving on the Syracuse University
faculty, Roberts is a fellow of the National Academy
of Public Administration and an honorary senior
research fellow of the constitution unit at the School
of Public Policy at University College London.

Roberts previously taught in the School of Policy
Studies at Queen'’s University in Kingston, Ontario,
Canada. He has held visiting appointments at
Georgetown University's Graduate Public Policy
Institute and at the University of Southern California’s
Washington Public Affairs Center. He has been

a visiting scholar at the Council for Excellence in
Government in Washington, D.C.; a fellow at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in
Washington, D.C.; and an individual program fellow
of the Open Society Institute in New York. He was
director of the Campbell Public Affairs Institute at
Syracuse University from 2001 to 2006.

Roberts's book Blacked Out: Government Secrecy

in the Information Age received the 2006 Louis
Brownlow Book Award from the National Academy
of Public Administration and the 2007 Book Award
from the Section on Public Administration Research
of the American Society for Public Administration,
among other honors. His new book, The Collapse of
Fortress Bush: The Crisis of Authority in American
Government, examines the Bush presidency in the
larger context of recent U.S. history.

Roberts, a native of Pembroke, Ontario, Canada,
received his juris doctor degree from the University
of Toronto Faculty of Law in 1984, a master's

degree in public policy from the Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University in 1986, and a
PhD in public policy from Harvard University in 1994.

The Jerome Lyle Rappaport Chair in Law and Public
Policy was established in 2006 as part of the $5
million gift from Phyllis and Jerry Rappaport and the
Jerome Lyle Rappaport Charitable Foundation.



